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DR. Catherine Bassal 
 

Tel: +41 78 611 94 54 
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Date of birth : 16.02.1966 
Nationality : Swiss 
 
Current  University of Geneva : Associate Researcher, Center for the Interdisciplinary Study of 
position  Gerontology and Vulnerability (CIGEV). 
 Caritas Geneva : Head of Service Intergénérationnel (SIGé) and Quality 

Management. 
 

Current and  
recent projects · PACE : Palliative Care for Older People in care and nursing homes in Europe and 

Switzerland. Position: Senior researcher. 
 · BENEVOLES-MONTESSORI: Implementation of the Montessori personalized 

activities by volunteers for people with dementia living in nursing homes. Position : 
Principal investigator. 

 · SHURP : Swiss Nursing Homes Human Resources Project. Position: Senior 
Researcher (2011-2013). 

 
Education 

2002-2008 Doctorate in psychology.  
 Dissertation Research: « Structural analysis of nonverbal communication in Alzheimer 

disease patients in the context of animal assisted therapy”. Director: Professor Susanne 
Kaiser, University of Geneva. 

1997-1998 MAS in thanatology.  
 University of Quebec in Montreal, Canada 
1994-1997 Master of Science in Psychology 
 University of Lausanne, Switzerland 
1989-1990 One-year study abroad 
 American University in Cairo, Egypt 
1990-1994 Bachelor of Science in Psychology  
 University of Lausanne, Switzerland 
 
Academic Positions 

2006-2014 Haute Ecole de Santé in Fribourg, University of Applied Sciences Western 
Switzerland (HES-SO) 

  Professor: Research and teaching in normal and pathological ageing. Current research 
project in collaboration with University of Basel (INS, SHURP): “Role of the Work 
Environment on the Emotion Regulation of the Care Workers in Swiss nursing 
homes”. The project was currently granted by the Swiss Alzheimer Society. 
 

2004-2005 Centre of Neuropsychology, University of Geneva and University Hospitals 
Geneva 

 Research assistant: Professor Nicole von Steinbüchel 
 Reseach on the QoL of patients suffering from Alzheimer-type dementia. Tasks: 

recruitment, data collection, and data analysis 

http://cigev.unige.ch/fr/institution/team-cigev/
http://cigev.unige.ch/fr/institution/team-cigev/
http://www.caritasge.ch/nos-activites/soutien-a-la-personne/service-intergenerationnel
http://www.eupace.eu/
http://www.caritasge.ch/nos-activites/soutien-a-la-personne/service-intergenerationnel
https://shurp.unibas.ch/fr/
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1998-2004 Department of human ethology* and psychology of emotion**, University of 

Geneva 
 Research and teaching assistant: Professor Jacques de Lannoy* et Professor Susanne 

Kaiser** 
Research projects and teaching in the domain of nonverbal communication, animal and 
human ethology, learning theories. 

 
1999-2000  Department of specialized pedagogy, University of Fribourg  
 Senior lecturer : Responsible for a course in thanatology titled« Our relation to death » 
 

 
Grant 

2016 Research Project: Pilot study Volunteers-Montessori, Direction générale de l'action 
sociale (DGAS - Genève).  

2013 Research Project: The Role of Work Environment on Emotion Regulation of formal 
carers in Swiss Nursing Homes. Alzheimer Association Switzerland, Grant for 
research. 

2007 University of Lausanne grant for postgraduate studies to University of Montreal in 
Quebec, Canada. 

 

Reviewer 
-Aging & Mental Health 
-Gerontology 
-Revue Internationale Enfances Familles Générations 
 
Committees member  
-International French-speaking Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (AIFGG) 
-Organization committee of the CIFGG 2018 Congress.  
-Plateforme des Associations d’Aînés de Genève 
-Institut für interdisziplinäre Erforschung der Mensch-Tier-Beziehung (IEMT). 
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http://www.cifgg-montreux.org/
https://www.plateformeaines.ch/pages/view/comite

