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1. Background & Overview VLV: Context 1 

Growing number of older individuals: Need for an updated    

description of:   

- living conditions 

- differences in access and use of resources 

- the impact of life trajectories on the constitution of 

resources 

1. VLV 
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1. Background & Overview VLV: Objectives  
 

Interdisciplinary approach: geriatrics, psychology, sociology, 

socioeconomics, social policy, demography 

 

1. VLV 

Aim 1: to study people, resources and life trajectories 
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1. Background & Overview VLV: Context 2 

•  Interdisciplinary survey on living and health conditions of  people 

aged 65+ 

• 5 cantons: Geneva, Central Valais, Bern, Basel, Ticino 

•  Third wave of a cross-sectional survey (1979, 1994/5) 

 

1. VLV 
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1. Background & Overview VLV: Objectives 

1. VLV 

Aim 2: comparison across time (1979 – 1994/5 – 2011/12) and space 
-  recent trends  
 - assessment of long-term trends 
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1. Background & Overview VLV: Method 

 
Samples: 

 

• 4200 respondents, randomly selected in administration’s   

registers 

 

• 3600 main sample, stratified by age and sex 

 

• 100 partners (Linked – lives) only in Geneva 

 

• 500 migrants from Italy, Spain, Portugal, (Ex-Yugoslavia) (in 

Basel and Geneva) 

 

1. VLV 
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1. Background & Overview VLV: Questionnaires 

Self administered questionnaire  

• Contains 150 questions  

 

Life event history calendar  
 

Face to face questionnaire 

• Contains 459 questions  

• Filters adapt the questionnaire during the interview  

 

Proxi questionnaire 

• Contains 64 questions   

 

1. VLV 
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1. Background & Overview VLV: Interviewers 

1. VLV 
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Various scenarios for various life situations 

T
The procedures: 

 

• Standard Procedure 

• Elderly Home Procedure 

• Proxi Procedure 

• Visit Procedure 

• Migrant Procedure 

2. From contact strategy to reasons 
of refusal 
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Proportions of sample members absent from the 
phone books, by age and sex 
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Efficacy of the visit procedure 
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N° visites 

Rates visit procedure  

response

refus1

refus2

Visits n % n % n % n % n %

1 90 81% 2 40% 4 100% 182 76% 119 80%

2 17 15% 2 40% 0% 34 14% 17 11%

3 4 4% 1 20% 0% 13 5% 8 5%

4 0% 0% 0% 8 3% 3 2%

5 0% 0% 0% 2 1% 1 1%

6 0% 0% 0% 1 0% 0%

Total 111 100% 5 100% 4 100% 240 100% 148 100%

Complet Decease Partial NR Refusal
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Results by contact attemps 

n % n % n % n % n % n %

0 1 1% 0% 41 7% 1 0% 43 1%

1 449 31% 54 53% 14 20% 151 26% 677 36% 1345 33%

2 343 24% 13 13% 13 19% 60 10% 423 22% 852 21%

3 207 14% 7 7% 10 14% 59 10% 259 14% 542 13%

4 146 10% 7 7% 9 13% 41 7% 161 8% 364 9%

5 67 5% 5 5% 3 4% 30 5% 115 6% 220 5%

6 70 5% 2 2% 8 11% 33 6% 64 3% 177 4%

7 35 2% 4 4% 3 4% 26 4% 52 3% 120 3%

8 27 2% 3 3% 22 4% 50 3% 102 2%

9 27 2% 2 2% 1 1% 20 3% 24 1% 74 2%

10 20 1% 1 1% 13 2% 23 1% 57 1%

11 11 1% 1 1% 2 3% 12 2% 13 1% 39 1%

12 12 1% 1 1% 0% 14 2% 13 1% 40 1%

13 5 0% 1 1% 10 2% 9 0% 25 1%

14 2 0% 4 1% 5 0% 11 0%

15 3 0% 1 1% 5 1% 4 0% 13 0%

16+ 5 0% 9 2% 9 0% 23 1%

No info 2 0% 1 1% 4 6% 29 5% 2 0% 38 1%

empty 20 20 0%

Total general 1431 100% 101 100% 70 100% 579 100% 1904 100% 20 4105 100%

Total general
N° contacts No info

Complete Deceases Partial PDR Refusal
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Acceptation rate by interviewers, Valais 

Interviewers’ efficiency  
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Acceptation rate by interviewers, Geneva 

Interviewers’ efficiency  
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Synthetical measures on the rates and their distribution 
among the interviewers 

  Complete Refusal Deceased NA Transfert Partiel 

Average 27.03 41.47 2.39 8.92 18.96 1.16 

Std. dev. 11.35 11.29 2.76 8.46 16.84 2.40 

Coefficient of 
variation 0.42 0.27 1.16 0.95 0.89 2.06 

Valais 

  Complete Refusal Deceased NA Transfert Partiel 

Average 34.75 42.45 1.77 18.68 - 2.36 

Std. dev. 14.27 13.59 2.61 9.84 - 3.26 

Coefficient of 
variation 0.41 0.32 1.47 0.53 

- 

1.38 

Geneva 
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Response rates 

SHARE 2004 ESS 2004

Danemark 59% 65%

Germany 52% 50%

Italy 44% -

Netherlands 54% -

Spain 37% 55%

Sweden 41% 66%

Austria 45% 62%

France 69% -

Greece 55% 79%

Switzerland 33% 47%

Total 48% 55%

Response rate

Response rate VLV 

Geneva 36%

Valais 35%

Switzerland 35%
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Refusal rates 

*N Voiced = (N selected – N no contacted) 

Refusal rate

SHARE 2004

Danemark 27%

Germany 34%

Italy 36%

Netherlands 33%

Spain 36%

Sweden 40%

Austria 35%

France 21%

Greece 29%

Switzerland 50%

Total 35%

 VLV 1979

Refusal1 Refusal1 Refusal2 Refusal1 Refusal2

Geneva 29% 33% 42% 42% 51%

Valais 20% 42% 48% 51% 57%

Total 25% 37% 45% 47% 54%

 VLV 2011VLV 1990
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Complete, refusals and partial and Na and 
deceased in % by age, Women and Men, 

Valais  
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Complete, refusal and partial and Na and 
deceased in % by age, Women and Men, 

Geneva 
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Logistic regressions 

Both sexes

                     Probability of non-contact                Probability of complete participation

Surveyed Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2

Valais 1 1 1 1

Genève 2.086 0.006 2.058 0.000 1.261 0.001 1.367 0.000

Males 1 1 1 1

Females 0.780 0.006 0.777 0.006 0.766 0 0.767 0

65-69 1 1 1 1

70-74 0.763 0.059 0.769 0.067 0.748 0.018 0.748 0.019

75-79 0.543 0.000 0.536 0.000 0.763 0.027 0.769 0.033

80-84 0.511 0.000 0.509 0.000 0.724 0.009 0.725 0.009

85-89 0.578 0.000 0.575 0.000 0.903 0.414 0.911 0.458

90 + 0.600 0.001 0.596 0.001 1.015 0.908 1.015 0.907

Surveyors

Males 1 1

Females 0.773 0.046 0.952 0.636

<30 0.989 0.925 1.214 0.048

30-44 1 1

45 + 0.665 0.005 1.312 0.008

Tertiary educ. 0.882 0.454 0.855 0.170

Experience 0.879 0.223 1.006 0.940

=< 3 months 0.892 0.761 1.083 0.752

3 to 6 1 1

6 & more 0.960 0.687 1.149 0.085

n. observ. 4105 4105 3338 3338

LR chi2 99.53 112.31 41.69 54.19

Prob > chi2 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Pseudo R2 0.0298 0.0336 0.0091 0.0119
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Causes of refusal in Valais and Geneva 
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Causes of refusal : Women and Men 
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Thank you  

for your  

attention! 


